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West Virginia Senate

Committee on Judiciary

Minutes for March 09, 2026, 3:00 PM

Pursuant to the call of the Chair, the Senate Committee on Judiciary met on March 09,
2026, 3:00 PM in Room 208-W.

Members present: Senators Willis, Bartlett, Azinger, Chapman, Charnock, Deeds, Fuller,
Helton, Maynard, Rose, Rucker, Tarr, Taylor, Weld, Garcia

Members absent: Senators Hart and Martin

A silent roll call being taken, the presence of a quorum was established.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

H. B. 4169 - Relating to mental health examination requirements.

J. A. Curia, Counsel, explained the bill, and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass.

H. B. 4364 - Relating to concurrent juvenile jurisdiction on military installations.

Lincoln Wolfe, Counsel, explained the bill, the proposed amendment, and responded to

questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the amendment as described by

counsel.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

H. B. 4366 - Relating to military interpersonal violence.

Maliah McCann-Coles, Intern, explained the bill, the proposed amendment, and

responded to questions.



On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the amendment as described by

counsel.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the title amendment.

H. B. 4415 - Creating crime of attempting to smuggle contraband into federal correctional

institutions within the state.

Riley Neal, Intern, explained the bill, the proposed strike and insert and title amendment,

and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the strike and insert amendment.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the title amendment.

H. B. 4606 - Relating to the meaning of residence for the purpose of bail.

J. A. Curia, Counsel, explained the bill, and responded to questions.

With leave of the committee, Michael Hornby, Delegate, 93rd District, addressed the

committee and responded to questions.

With leave of the committee, James Robert “J. B.” Akers II, House Judiciary Chair,

Delegate, 55th District, addressed the committee and responded to questions.

With leave of the committee, Keith Hoover Administrative Director, Supreme Court of

Appeals of West Virginia, was administered the oath prescribed by Senate Rule 28a by Chairman

Willis, addressed the committee, and responded to questions. (See attached oath.)

With leave of the committee, Kenneth Matthews, West Virginia Economic Justice

Associate, American Friends Service Committee, was administered the oath prescribed by

Senate Rule 28a by ChairmanWillis, addressed the committee, and responded to questions. (See

attached oath.) A handout was provided to the members (attached).



Senator Garcia moved to amend the bill on page 2, lines 26-28, by striking the proviso in its

entirety.

The same was put and the amendment was rejected.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass.

H. B. 4610 - Safeguard the Right-To-Try Cutting-Edge Medicine Act.

Candace Kraus, Counsel, explained the bill, and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass.

H. B. 4552 - Relating to the law-enforcement powers of correctional officers.

Aaron Cobb, Extern Law Clerk, explained the bill and proposed strike and insert

amendment, and responded to questions.

Senator Bartlett moved to adopt the strike and insert amendment.

On motion of Senator Weld the committee amended the strike and insert amendment on

page 3, line 62, by striking the word “subdivision” and inserting in lieu thereof “subsection”.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the strike and insert amendment as

amended.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

Senator Willis removed H. B. 4695 and H. B. 4198 from the agenda.

H. B. 4625 - Relating to quit claim deeds.

J. A. Curia, Counsel, explained the bill and proposed strike and insert amendment, and

responded to questions.

Senator Bartlett moved to adopt the strike and insert amendment.



On motion of Senator Weld, the committee amended the strike and insert amendment on

page 1, line 14, by striking the words “multiplied by 1.66” and inserting in lieu thereof “divided by

0.6”.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the strike and insert amendment as

amended.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

H. B. 4755 - Adding Aggravated Vehicular Homicide to the list of qualifying offenses.

Riley Neal, Intern, explained the bill, and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the title amendment.

H. B. 4842 - Relating to civil remedies for the unauthorized disclosure of intimate images.

J. A. Curia, Counsel, explained the bill, the proposed strike and insert and title amendment,

and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the strike and insert amendment.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

H. B. 4850 - Providing online training for Executors/Executrix of an Estate.

Candace Kraus, explained the bill, the proposed amendment, and responded to questions.

With leave of the committee, Joe Funkhouser, Delegate, 98th District, addressed the

committee, and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the amendment as described by

counsel.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.



The committee recessed.

The committee reconvened.

H. B. 4893 - Increase the penalties for contempt of court in a magistrate court.

Aaron Cobb, Counsel, explained the bill, the proposed strike and insert and title

amendment, and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the strike and insert amendment.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee adopted the title amendment.

H. B. 5684 - Relating to authorizing the Supreme Court of Appeals to create child

protection commissioners.

J. A. Curia, Counsel, explained the bill, and responded to questions.

Delegate Akers addressed the committee and responded to questions.

On motion of Senator Tarr, the committee amended the bill on page 9, by inserting a new

subsection (h), which states: “The Administrative Director of the Supreme Court of Appeals will

identify measurable outcomes to be improved for the pilot program referenced in this section, and

those measures shall include a baseline of pre-implementation costs and, upon annual reporting

to the Joint Committee on Government and Finance, shall further include the annual costs and

projected  annual cost for the pilot program.”

On motion of Senator Bartlett, the committee reported the bill to the full Senate with the

recommendation that it do pass as amended.



On Motion of Senator Bartlett the committee adjourned.

__________ ________

Thomas E. Willis II Beverly Douglas

Chair Clerk/Analyst








